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Outer Belt of Southwest Japan consists of mountain
ranges newly made up as accretionary prisms which
have been being kept build since Cretaceous period
due to accretion of sediments underneath the edge of a
continental plate by subduction of a sea plate,
nowadays Eurasian Plate by Philippine Sea Plate. Kii
Peninsula is located south of Kyoto and in one of
these mountain ranges.

Uplift rate of the mountain range reaches 0.3 m by
last 10 decades. Large amount of rain falls due to the
elevated mountain range. Rainfall onto the
southeastern slope of Kii Peninsula often exceeds 4
meters a year. The region is therefore blessed with
natural diversity owing to such temperate humid
climate as well as suffers from landslides that are
induced by heavy rainfall. Slope instability is prepared
by various processes. Earthquakes of subduction type
contribute to prepare slope instability.
Subduction-type earthquake of magnitude 8 repeats
periodically with a recurrence of 90 - 150 years.
Earthquake of M 9 also may occur with lower
frequency. Peoples living in Kii Peninsula often suffer
from landslides. Recent marked disasters from
landslides occurred in 2011, 1953 and 1889. Some of
such slide spots and debris flows as well as
management strategies associated will be visited.

The trails called as Kumano Kodo along the
mountain ranges have been used for pilgrimage since
11 Century which connect three Kumano Grand
Shrines and the Koyasan Complex Temples. All of
these shrines, temples and trails for pilgrimage were
registered as a UNESCO Cultural Heritage in 2004,
some of which will be visited.

During a trip we will also visit various land-use
spots along the mountain range, river and coast,
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including habitation, agriculture, logging, sand mining,
hydro-power plant, hot spa, and so on.
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